Q ENTSCHEIDSUCHE.CH API Documentation

Entscheidsuche APl description (3.7.2022)

This is an open API to be used to access documents made available by entscheidsuche.ch. You
are free to use the APl and the cases in any way you want. However, we ask you to be kind to
our server and not to generate too much load. It would like to ask you to mention
entscheidsuche.ch as your source and support entscheidsuche.ch with a donation if you use
the APl commercially — however this is not a legal requirement.

For any questions regarding this API please direct your request to:
Jorn Erbguth

info@entscheidsuche.ch

https://entscheidsuche.ch
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1 List of scrapers

The documents of entscheidsuche are read by scrapers that do a partial scan every day and a
full scan every month. The list of scrapers/spiders can be seen here:

https://entscheidsuche.ch/status

wSpider (46)

10441 (+31) CH_BGer Update am 2022-07-02_08:57:47 (UTC) Ll
34841 (+1) CH_BGE Update am 2022-07-02_05:34:05 (UTC) [l
74603 (+15) CH_BVGer Update am 2022-07-02_04:06:06 (UTC)

172 (+0) CH_BPatG Komplett gelesen am 2022-07-02_03:53:30 (UTC) Ll
9300 (+0) CH_BSTG Update am 2022-07-02_06:48:09 (UTC)

2502 (+0) CH_VB Komplett gelesen am 2022-06-20_01:41:34 (UTC)

68 (+0) CH_WEKO Komplett gelesen am 2022-07-02_03:56:06 (UTC)

386 (+0) CH_EDOEB Komplett gelesen am 2022-07-02_03:55:34 (UTC)
3228 (+51) AG_Gerichte Update am 2022-07-02_04:36:17 (UTC) Ll

242 (+0) AG_Weitere Update am 2022-07-02_03:27:02 (UTC) [l

20 (+0) Al_Aktuell Update am 2022-07-02_06:32:37 (UTC) [l

26 (+0) Al_Bericht Komplett gelesen am 2022-07-02_06:26:01 (UTC) [

2124 (+0) AR_Gerichte Komplett gelesen am 2022-07-02_06:22:27 (UTC) [l
67 (+1) XX _Upload Komplett gelesen am 2022-07-02_09:23:05 (UTC) L
3433 (+0) BE_ZivilStraf Update am 2022-07-03_02:58:05 (UTC) [l

46 (+0) BE_Anwaltsaufsicht Komplett gelesen am 2022-07-03_02:56:19 (UTC) 1l
8332 (+0) BE_Verwaltungsgericht Update am 2022-07-03_02:55:36 (UTC) il
158 (+0) BE_Steuerrekurs Komplett gelesen am 2022-07-03_03:02:25 (UTC) [
1370 (+0) BE_BVD Update am 2022-07-02_03:23:33 (UTC) 1l

340 (+340) BE_Weitere Neu gelesen am 2021-04-10_05:53:54 (UTC)

7035 (+0) BL_Gerichte Update am 2022-07-02_06:20:01 (UTC) i

6749 (+0) BS_Omni Update am 2022-07-02_06:05:55 (UTC) [l

9992 (+0) FR_Gerichte Update am 2022-07-02_03:44:56 (UTC) [

66163 (+8) GE_Gerichte Update am 2022-07-02_08:22:24 (UTC) 1l

519 (+0) GL_Omni Update am 2022-07-02_06:02:08 (UTC) il

9998 (+0) GR_Gerichte Update am 2022-07-02_06:08:19 (UTC) [l

639 (+0) JU_Gerichte Update am 2022-07-02_03:20:09 (UTC) [l

3775 (+0) LU_Gerichte Komplett gelesen am 2022-07-02_04:14:41 (UTC) [l
137 (+0) NW_Gerichte Komplett gelesen am 2022-07-02_05:11:27 (UTC) [l
2125 (+0) OW_Gerichte Komplett gelesen am 2022-07-02_04:46:27 (UTC) Ll

10705 (+0) SG_Gerichte Update am 2022-07-02_04:43:27 (UTC)
10167 (+10157) SG_Publikationen Komplett gelesen am 2021-08-06_20:20:40 (UTC) [l

5920 (+0) SO_Omni Update am 2022-07-02_03:30:43 (UTC) Ll

1937 (+0) SZ_Gerichte Update am 2022-07-02_04:21:30 (UTC) 0l

1502 (+0) Tl_Gerichte Update am 2022-07-02_06:51:23 (UTC) [l

1031 (+0) TG_OG Komplett gelesen am 2022-07-02_04:17:12 (UTC) 1l

274 (+0) UR_Gerichte Komplett gelesen am 2022-07-02_04:58:44 (UTC) [

1212 (+0) VD_FindInfo Update am 2022-07-02_06:59:09 (UTC) [l

24904 (+0) VD_Omni Update am 2022-07-02_06:32:05 (UTC) [

2251 (+0) VS_Gerichte Update am 2022-07-02_05:56:57 (UTC) [

469 (+1) ZG_Verwaltungsgericht Komplett gelesen am 2022-07-02_04:22:06 (UTC) [l
25649 (+0) ZH_Obergericht Update am 2022-07-02_03:19:16 (UTC) Ll

1879 (+0) ZH_Verwaltungsgericht Update am 2022-07-02_04:18:13 (UTC)

740 (+0) ZH_Steuerrekurs Update am 2022-07-02_03:41:41 (UTC) [l

990 (+0) ZH_Baurekurs Update am 2022-07-02_03:36:08 (UTC) [l

3277 (+6) ZH_Sozialversicherungsgericht Update am 2022-07-02_03:46:35 (UTC) [l

Every scraper is for a canton or the federal level. A canton can also have several scrapers.

There is one exception, the scraper XX_Upload is for collecting the manually uploaded
documents.
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For every scraper/spider the information is diplayed, how many new documents have been
read every day.

You can click either on the scraper name to see the list of the last run of a scraper, e.g.

https://entscheidsuche.ch/docs/Index/CH BPatG/last

or you can click on the directory symbol to see the list of all documents:

https://entscheidsuche.ch/docs/CH BPatG/
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2 List of cantons

On the page https://entscheidsuche.ch/status you can also see a list of the cantons with the
number of total documents and the number of new documents. When anything in the scraper
changes, however, a collection can be reset and everything is listed as “new”.

Depending on the last run, a collection is either completely read (“Komplett gelesen”) or
updated.

Entscheide insgesamt: 351520, davon neu: 10611, Komplett gelesen am
2022-07-03_03:02:25 (UTC)

»©Q Eidgenossenschaft 132313 (+47) Update am 2022-07-02_08:57:47 (UTC)
P Aargau 3252 (+51) Update am 2022-07-02_04:36:17 (UTC)

» ] Appenzell Innerrhoden 46 (+0) Update am 2022-07-02_06:32:37 (UTC)
» & Appenzell Ausserrhoden 2124 (+0) Komplett gelesen am 2022-07-02_06:22:27 (UTC)
» 3 Bern 13692 (+340) Komplett gelesen am 2022-07-03_03:02:25 (UTC)
P Basel-Land 7035 (+0) Update am 2022-07-02_06:20:01 (UTC)

» % Basel-Stadt 6749 (+0) Update am 2022-07-02_06:05:55 (UTC)

P™ Ereiburg 9993 (+0) Komplett gelesen am 2022-07-02_09:23:05 (UTC)

P 3 Genf 66163 (+8) Update am 2022-07-02_08:22:24 (UTC)

» @ Glarus 519 (+0) Update am 2022-07-02_06:02:08 (UTC)

PLE Graublinden 9998 (+0) Update am 2022-07-02_06:08:19 (UTC)

P 1= Jura 639 (+0) Update am 2022-07-02_03:20:09 (UTC)

P Luzern 3776 (+0) Komplett gelesen am 2022-07-02_09:23:05 (UTC)

»EJ Nidwalden 137 (+0) Komplett gelesen am 2022-07-02_05:11:27 (UTC)

» = Obwalden 2127 (+0) Komplett gelesen am 2022-07-02_09:23:05 (UTC)

» @ St.Gallen 20872 (+10157) Update am 2022-07-02_04:43:27 (UTC)

P ™ Solothurn 5920 (+0) Update am 2022-07-02_03:30:43 (UTC)

» ¥ Schwyz 1937 (+0) Update am 2022-07-02_04:21:30 (UTC)

» W Tessin 1502 (+0) Update am 2022-07-02_06:51:23 (UTC)

P Thurgau 1031 (+0) Komplett gelesen am 2022-07-02_04:17:12 (UTC)

P Uri 274 (+0) Komplett gelesen am 2022-07-02_04:58:44 (UTC)

P& Waadt 26117 (+0) Komplett gelesen am 2022-07-02_09:23:05 (UTC)

» i Wallis 2251 (+0) Update am 2022-07-02_05:56:57 (UTC)

D= ZUg 516 (+2) Komplett gelesen am 2022-07-02_09:23:05 (UTC)

PN\, Zirich 32537 (+6) Komplett gelesen am 2022-07-02_09:23:05 (UTC)

For every canton, there is a list of courts and if available also a list of chambers:

03. Jul. 2022 4



QQ ENTSCHEIDSUCHE.CH AP| Documentation

vl Glarus 519 (+0) Update am 2022-07-02_06:02:08 (UTC)

179 (+0) Obergericht Update am 2022-07-02_06:02:08 (UTC)

332 (+0) Verwaltungsgericht Update am 2022-07-02_06:02:08 (UTC) .

8 (+0) wKantonsgericht Update am 2022-07-02_06:02:08 (UTC)
3 (+0) Strafkammern Update am 2022-07-02_06:02:08 (UTC)
5 (+0) Zivilkammern Update am 2022-07-02_06:02:08 (UTC) [
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3 Scraped documents

The documents are available in the directory https://entscheidsuche.ch/docs

For every scraper there is a directory, e.g. https://entscheidsuche.ch/docs/GL Omni/

In these directories there can be three types of files:

a) PDF
b) HTML
c) JSON

For every case document there is a JSON and depending on the case there is either a PDF
and/or a HTML available. Files belonging to the same case have the same name (except for
the extension). The name of a file is composed of an abbreviation of the canton, an
abbreviation of the court, a number for the chamber (together they form the “signature”).
This is followed by available metadata.

The PDF is the original file from the court, the HTML is the original file from the court, roughly
cleared from headers, footers, menu entries etc.

The JSON has the following structure:

Signatur: "GL_KG_001"

Spider: "GL_Omni"

Sprache: “de"

Datum: "2012-03-14"

w HTML:
Datei: "GL_Omni/GL_KG_001_SG-2010-01007_2012-03-14.html"

v URL: “http://findinfo.gl.ch/cgi-bin/nph-omniscgi.exe?0mnisPlatfor verUrl=findinfo.gl. verScript=/cgi-bin/nph-omniscgi.exe&OmnisLibrary=JURISWEBS
OmnisClass=rtFindinfoWebHtmlService&0mnisServer=JURISWEB, 7000&Paraneter =61 ce=6AUfrT prac) _KEY=4976H10_KEY=133200&
nTrefferzeile=13&Template=simple/search_result_document.html"

Checksum: "6f5be6bdeb2b9f f350ecbB6al5hf7737"
w Num:

o: "56.2010.01007"

1 "56.2015.6"
v Kopfzeile:

v o:
v Sprachen:
o: “de"

v Text: "Glarus Kantonsgericht Strafkammern 14.03.2012 SG.2010.01007 (SG.2015.6)"

v

v Sprachen:
o: “fre
v Text: “Glaris Kantonsgericht Strafkammern 14.03.2012 SG.2010.01007 (SG.2015.6)"
v
v Sprachen:
o: it
v Text: “Glarona Kantonsgericht Strafkammern 14.03.2012 SG.2010.01007 (S6.2015.6)"
v Meta:
v o
v Sprachen:
o: “de"
Text: "Glarus Kantonsgericht Strafkammern"
v
v Sprachen:
o: nfen
Text: “Glaris Kantonsgericht Strafkammern"
v 2
v Sprachen:
0: Bty
Text: “Glarona Kantonsgericht Strafkammern"
v Abstract:
ve:
~ Sprachen:
o: “de"
1: e
2: it
Text: “mehrfacher Mord, mehrfacher Raub etc."

ScrapyJob: "446973/48/473"

Zeit UTC: "11.01.2022 04:06:40"

Checksum: 'c1278280c99ce8cc234450754c9a9162"

The JSON file lists:

e The signatur (see above)

e The scraper/spider it belongs to

e The language of the document. The language is detected automatically. Although the
algorithm is quite reliable, there might be errors in rare cases.
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e The date — usually this is the decision date, in some cases, there is only a publication
date available, then this is being taken. If no date is available, documents currently
receive 2021-01-01 as date.

e For HTML and PDF then there is the path of the file on the server. You need to prepend
https://entscheidsuche.ch/docs/ to have the URL to load the file. It is possible to omit
the name of the scraper and to directly start with the signatur of the file.

e Then there is the original URL at the court’s website. This will not always work, since
sometimes this requires a context, e.g. of a session.

e Finally, there is a simple checksum so it can be seen if the file has been modified. This
does not always work for HTML files, because often HTML files are generated and
might be slightly different every time.

o  “Num”isthe case number. Sometimes there are several case numbers of a case. When
scraping, the case number is not always available. In case it is not available, something
else is used.

e Then there are three lines of information for the hitlist: Kopfzeile with a collection of
metadata, Meta with only the metadata of the signature and Abstract with some
abstract or title information. Abstract is not always available. Sometimes these three
lines are available in several languages. If different languages are not available, the
available language is copied to all languages of the system (German, French, Italian).

e Every scraper run has a number. The second number is the number of the scraper and
the third the number of the run of that scraper. The first number is always the same.

e Then there is the time of the run of the scraper and the checksum of the JSON-file
(without the checksum-number).

Attention! To avoid 404-errors, files that are not found anymore remain in the directory for a
while. They are not indexed by the search engine of entscheidsuche.ch. Reading the directory
therefore might result in redundant and outdated files.
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4 Index and Jobs files

For every run of a scraper, there are two summary files written: An Index and a Jobs file. They
can be accessed in https://entscheidsuche.ch/docs/index and
https://entscheidsuche.ch/docs/jobs — both followed by the scraper name. The filenames
contain a timestamp and the job-number. To obtain the last index or jobs file, there is a
shortcut (e.g. for CH_BPatG):

https://entscheidsuche.ch/docs/Index/CH BPatG/last
https://entscheidsuche.ch/docs/Jobs/CH BPatG/last

The index and the jobs-file are json files that list all documents of that scraper. Every run
generates a new file.

4.1 Index files

Index only contains updates. If there is no update, a file only contains summary information
like for example here:

spider: "CH_BPatG"

job: "446973/64/581"
jobtyp: "komplett"

time: "2022-07-03_03:51:21"
actions: {}

w signaturen:
v CH_PATG_001:

gesamt: 172
aktuell_identisch: 172

v gesamt:
gesamt: 172
aktuell_identisch: 172

There are the following jobtypes:

e komplett (a complete scraper run)

e unvollstandig (a run that was meant to be complete, brought much fewer than
expected documents — probably because of an error)

e neu (after some programmatic change, the collection was reset)

e update (incremental run that retrieves only recent documents and that can only add
or update documents)

When something changes, the index json file lists documents as

* new
e update
e delete

4.2 Jobs files

While missing an index file means that changes could be missed, the jobs file is complete. It
contains all documents. While the index file only references the json files for the legal cases,
the jobs file list json, html and pdf files separately. Every document there can have one of the
following statuses:

® neu
e identisch (with a reference to the run where the last change was detected)
e update (change detected, but the same metadata)
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e nicht_mehr_da (document is not there anymore)

e identisch_wieder_da (document has been missing but is there again without a
modification)

e anders_wieder_da (document has been missing but is there again with some
modification)
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5 Blockliste

Sometimes documents need to be blocked. In this case, the file name (without ending) will be
entered into https://entscheidsuche.ch/docs/Blockliste.json.
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6 Search API

Searching in entscheidsuche.ch is possible using elastic search. Search request can be done
using the standard elastic search query language.

The  elastic search query language is described, for example, in:
https://www.elastic.co/guide/en/elasticsearch/reference/current/search-search.html

The query can be sent to https://entscheidsuche.ch/ search.php

Currently, the request can also be sent directly to
https://entscheidsuche.pansoft.de:9200/entscheidsuche-*/ search
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/7 Sitemap

Another way to see all content are sitemaps. With every scraper run, sitemaps are updated.
The root sitemap is available at https://entscheidsuche.ch/sitemapindex.xml.

Due to size restrictions for Google, sitemap-files for one spider are often split into multiple
files.
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